


Join Us

This non-part isan event  is being organized to raise the visibil it y of rural policy issues and to advance the con-
versation about rural AmericaÕs future. Add your group to the growing list of co-sponsors. For more inf orma-
tion or to register for this historic  event , visit  www.leagueofruralvoters.org or call Conference Adminis trator 
Kathy Hil tsley at the League of Rural Voters, 612.879.7578.

               _____________________________________________________________________

Agenda

7:30 -9:0 0    Regi st r a t i on  an d con t i n en t a l  br eak fast
9:0 0 -9:15 W el com e an d open i n g r em ar k s
  Iowa Secr etar y of Agr icultur e Bill Nor they,  (invited)   
9:15-10 :15 Open i n g Pl en ar y  Sessi on : The St a t e of  Ru r a l  Am er i ca  
10 :20 -11:50  Br eak ou t  Sessi on s
  - The emer ging bio-economy:  oppor tunities and obstacles.
  - The changing face of r ur al Amer ica:  globalizationÕs impact on immigr ation and r ur al l i fe.
  - Br idging the digital divide:  is technology the key to r ur al Amer icaÕs futur e?                                             
    (Health car e, Education, Commer ce)
  - Connecting the dots:  Healthy far ms, healthy foods, and healthy communities.
12:0 0 -1:15 L u n ch  an d n et w or k i n g
1:30 -4:45 Pl en ar y  Sessi on / Pr esi den t i a l  Can d i dat e For u m  (All invited)
  Iowa Public RadioÕs Jeneane Beck, (Moder ator )
  Al Cr oss, Insti tute for  Rur al Jour nalism, (Moder ator )
4:45-5:0 0  Cl osi n g r em ar k s

Con f i r m ed speak er s:
Cor nelia Flor aÑ Nor th Centr al Regional Center  for  Rur al Development 
Mil DuncanÑ Car sey Institute, Univer sity of New Hampshir e 
Ralph PaigeÑ Feder ation of Souther n Cooper atives 
Amalia Ander sonÑ Main Str eet Pr oject
Linda MeschkeÑ Rur al Advantage
Jim KleinschmitÑ Institute for  Agr icultur e and Tr ade Policy
Al Cr ossÑ Institute for  Rur al Jour nalism
Car ol Smith - Iowa Networ k for  Community Agr icultur e
Jessica Riedl - Iowa State Univer sity Extension/ Center  for  Industr ial Resear ch and Ser vice (CIRAS)
Richar d Bender

                 _____________________________________________________________________ 

Co-Sponsors:

American Corn Growers Association-Center for Economic Options - Center for New Community - Center for Rural 
Strategies - Federation of Southern Cooperatives - Generation Engage - Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy - 
Iowa Farmers Union - Iowa Policy Project - Missouri Farmers Union - My Rural America - National Catholic Rural 

Life Conference -  Northern Great Plains - Renewing the Countryside Ð Rocky Mountain Farmers Union - 
Rural Advantage - Rural Coalition-The White House Project - Windustry

Media Sponsors:
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