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Getting attention.

Gaining relevance.

Making progress.

The last 15 months have been encouraging for rural America and the League of Rural

Voters. Don't get us wrong. There are still plenty of challenges to go around - and the

country's economic downturn is sure to be felt deeply in rural communities. But more

rural Americans are raising their diverse voices in support of a more vibrant future. And

more and more people who can make a difference are listening.

To our generous donors and supporters, thank you! Your help makes our work possible.

Speaking of our work, here's the cliff notes version . . .

National Summit on

Agriculture and Rural Life
Before the Iowa caucuses, there was the National Summit on
Agriculture and Rural Life. In October 2007, the League of Rural
Voters brought more than 300 rural advocates from around the
country to Iowa State University in Ames where they tackled issues
important to rural communities.

That's where Connecticut Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro shared
her insights on the importance of a rural broadband strategy:
"Broadband is about access to opportunity . . . about health,
housing, education, public safety, job growth."

Candidate Forum

The conversation expanded as 400 young voters joined the Summit
via broadband video and Apple's iChat technology. During a
bipartisan presidential candidate forum, participants challenged the
candidates to articulate their positions and perspectives on topics
both rural and urban.

And one week later, in Des Moines, we heard now President-elect
Obama say:  "As president, I'll be listening to the LRV, not ADM."

(Like we said, we're encouraged.)

Rosa DeLauro

Rural Summit, October 2007

President-elect 

Barack Obama

Candidate Forum, October

2007
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National Rural Assembly

Education. Health care. Natural resources. Investment. In June
2008, The National Rural Assembly  convened in Washington, DC
around four critical policy issues impacting the future of rural
America.

The League of Rural Voters, as part of the Assembly steering
committee, helped bring together nearly 500 leaders representing
many diverse organizations and government entities working and
living in rural areas. The goals of the Assembly were to bring rural
issues into focus during the 2008 elections and to begin building a
powerful national network capable of shaping rural policy. Given the
high-level participation of both the McCain and Obama campaigns, it
appears we're off to a good start.

Election 2008

National survey data confirmed what we already knew: Rural voters
were poised to swing the 2008 elections. So we created and
distributed bilingual presidential candidate comparisions and voter
guides. Then after consulting with America Votes and local partners,
we launched a direct mail campaign targeting undecided farm and
rural voters in battleground states: Missouri, Ohio, Indiana and our
home state - Minnesota. Multiple mailers highlighting position
differences on farm, energy, security and health care policy touched
a few nerves (which we expected) but appear to have helped
improve progressive margins significantly.

Tom Daschle

At Assembly with LRV Exec.
Director Niel Ritchie

Elect ion Direct Mailer

Building momentum.

Like many others, we're hopeful that the voices of rural voters will continue to gain

credibility. Through our work with the Rural Assembly, the League is involved with the

president-elect's rural policy transition team, so we plan to keep up the pressure on the

new administration. And we'll continue working to increase League membership and

communication opportunities.

Again, thank you for joining your voice with nearly 60 million people who call rural

America home. Together, we're becoming a stronger voice for a more vibrant future.

Keep listening!
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