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Failure would mean the status quo
By Neil Ritchie
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a real threat - but only If it fails, which will put

additional millions of Americans and
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Opponents of health-care reform have
stepped up their threats , alleging that
congressional plans mandate such things as
death panels, forced abortion and rationed
care. These charges are so over-the-top and
have been so soundly debunked that it’s
beyond imagining they persist.

The truth is heaith-care reform does represent
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LOCAL SHOPPING
saving drugs given higher rates of poverty

Click here to browse ads In the

and lower rates of prescription coverage. And Monticello Times! Local Stores -
private insurance Is sparsest in these areas. : z Local Bargains

because exploding costs forced many small Make money running your own online

businesses to drop the benefit. At this point  children's store FIND-IT-FAST

75 percent of uninsured rural residents own or Local business and service search
work in such mom-and-pop operations, - our version of the yellow pages

But it’s not just health that’s at stake; it's also
basic access to care. Over the last 25 years,
470 rural hospitals have closed for lack of
funds and thousands more areas - 2,157 at
last count—suffer from doctor shortages. And
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hit places like Ohio, four of 10 hospital layoffs Photos

in the next year are expected in rural —————
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With so much already conspiring against the health of rural Americans we cannot allow lies and deceit
to derail much-needed reforms.

There is no truth to the frightening myths being spread by politicians doing the bidding of big
insurance companies and their super-weaithy executives (who donate millicns to campaigns). What is
true is that an industry reaping historic profits will do whatever necessary to maintain their bottom
line—and that incdludes spending millions to scare the wits out of people who have every reason to
demand better care.

In 1993, 95 cents of every private health insurance premium dollar were spent on daims; today for our 5 maau“brr& (;_;_
that’s dropped to only 80 cents. Put another way: As more Americans fell into the vast pool of News ietters
uninsured, profits of the nation’s 10 largest health insurance companies soared 428 percent between ok h < \

2000 and '07. And life's been good since.

Last year the CEQ of Aetna was awarded a pay package exceeding $24 million.

Wendell Potter understands the tactics at work and the motives behind them as former head of
corporate communications at two of the nation’s largest health insurance companies. While with
Cigna in the 1930s, he was charged with devising a scare campaign to kill the Clinton administration’s.
reform effort, authoring many of the myths being shouted these days at town-hall meetings.
Witnessing the catastrophic results of his work In one rural county he recently blew the whistle, and
now speaks out against the industry as senior fellow for health care at the Wisconsin-based Center for  Special Sections
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“what insurance companies do to manipulate public opinion is tell lies and throw off misleading

information; fear-mongering is a big part of their strategy,” he recently told me. “They've done it More Special Sections »

every time health-care reform was brought up since the 1920s, and every time the American people

were duped.”

So it is today that profits, not people, remain what's healthy in this broken system, and the elderly
and uninsured once again are being prescribed large doses of manufactured smear to kill the reforms
that would help them most,

Controlling health-care costs is critical everywhere, but that alone won't cure all our ills. For rural
residents driving further for less care at greater cost, only a strong public option will rebuild what's
been lost in our communities and reverse other needlessly tragic trends that have brought cur system
to crisis.

Neil Ritchie is executive director of the League of Rural Voters, a Minnesota-based nonprofit dedicated
to strengthening rural communities nationwide. Go to www.leagueofruralvoters.org,
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