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Health reform can’t fail

By Miel Bitchie Bait it's niot just healih nations 10 larpest health
Opponents of healih- that's at stake; it's also insuTance companies
care reform have stepped  basic access tocare. Over  soared 428 percent
up their threals in recent 1HE 1281 25 years, 470 rural  betwesn 200 and 07, And
days, alleging that con- haspitals have closed fior life's been good since.
gressional plans mandate lack of funds and thow- Last year the CEQ ol
soch things as death pan-  54nds more areas—Z2157al  Aptna was swarded a pay
els, forced abortion and last counf—suffer from package exceeding £ mil-
rationed care. These doctor shortages. And lian,

charges are so over-the-top
and have been 50 soundly
debunked that it's bevond
imagining they persist.
‘The truth is health-care
reform dops Fepresent &
real threai—but only U i
fadls, which will put addi-
tional millions of
Americans and thopsands
meong small businesses at
risk. And nowhere is that
truer than in rural areas.
In nearly every way
rural health carg lags

these trends show no sign
of abating In hard-hit
places 1ike Ohio, four of 10
hospital layolls in the next
vear are expecied in rural
communilies,

With =0 much already
conspiring against the
health af rural
AmETiCans, We cannot
allow lhes and deceit 1o
derafl much-nesded
reforms.

There is no truth o the
friphtening myths being

‘Wendell Polter under-
stands the wactics at work
nnd the matives behind
them as former head of
COTpOTE e COMmMmunica-
tions at two of the nation's
largest health insurance
companies. While with
Clyma in the 19905, he was
charged with devising a
scare campaign to kill the
Clinton adminksiraihon’s
redorm effort, autharing
many of the myths being
shouted these davs al town

behind that available in ~ *Pread by politicians hall meetings. Witnessing
and around U.S. cities. doing the bidding of big the catastrophic results of
According to the National  insurance companies and  his work in one rural

Rural Health Association,
rural mesidents are twice
as likely to die from non-
agto-ritlated injury receive
less treatment for chromic
disease and répart bower
rates of overall health.
Rural seniors also are
least able to afford life-sav-
ing drugs given higher
rates of poverty and lower
rates of préscriplion cov-
erage. And private insur-
ance is sparsest in these
areas becanse exploding
costs forced many small
businesses o drop the
benefit. At this paint 75
percent of uninsured
rural residenis own or

their soper-wealthy execi-
tives (who donate millions
to campalgns). Whal is
trive ks that an industry
reaping historic profits
will do whistever neces-
gary 1o maintain their bot-
tom ling—and that
includes spending mil-
lions bo scare the wils oot
ol people who have every
reason o déemand betier
care.

In 1993, 85 cents of
every private health insur-
ance prem o dallar were
spent an ¢ shis: inday
that's dropped 1o only 80
cents. Put auother way: As
maire Amme-icans fel] inte

county, he recently blew
the whistle and now
speaks out against the
indusiry as scnior fellow
for health care at the
Wisconsin-based Center
for Media and Democracy

“What insurance com-
panies do to mManipulate
public opinion is tell lies
and throw off misleading
information: fear-monper-
ing is a big part of their
strategy” he recently 1odd
me. “They ve done it every
1 health-care reform
was brought up since the
19205, and every time the
AMCFICAnR pEophe Wine
duped.”
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work in such mom-and-  the vast poal of unin- S0 it is today that prof- Page 1 ol2
pop operations. sured, profits of the its. nnt people. remain
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what's healthy In this bro-
ken sysiem. and ihe elder
Iy and uninsured once
again are being preseribed
lnrge doses of manwfac-
fured smear to ki the
refarms that would help
ihem most.

Contrulling hislih-cire
coals is eriticnl overy-
where, bul thal abone
won'l cure all our ills. For
rural residents driving
furiher for less cane al
greater cost, only a strong
parbilie aption aill rebuild
what's been lnst inour
communiiles and reverse
other necdlessly tragic
trends that have broughi
nur sysiem o crisis

Miel Rirchie i exoouve
director af the Leage of

Huesl Wdes s Minnesdsta-
bagod nonprofir.



